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Preparing for the Great Science Share for Schools (GSS) 

This document provides guidance to science subject leaders, teachers, teaching assistants 

and pupils involved in GSS, this year in partnership with BBC Scientific Terrific. It provides 

ideas for the preparation and run up to your event on 19th June 2018. 

Month Subject Leaders Teachers and Teaching Assistants Pupils 
Half term 
SPRING 1 
January-
February 

1. Inform SLT & staff of the date for 2018 Great 
Science Share for Schools. Use 
www.greatscienceshare.org to offer insight 
and information to colleagues about what 
GSS is. 

2. Ask a few teachers (and pupils/parents) to 
create a GSS Ambassador team to support 
you with plans and activities.   

3. Create a ‘Great Science Share Wonder 
Board’ in or outside the staff room.  
Encourage teachers and/or pupils to post 
ideas for what they or others could do to 
share science with new audiences on 19th 
June.    

1. Put the date in your diary. Think about what have 
the children have already enjoyed learning about in 
science from last term? Which experiences do they 
enjoy the most? 

2. Take a look at the BBC Terrific Scientific website, in 
particular the TS DIY activities 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terrificscientific/sections/do
-it-yourself .  If you’re the Year 5 and 6 teachers 
sign in to find out about the previous investigations 
and importantly Investigation 10 which will 
incorporate a Great Science Share for Schools!  

3. For ideas for developing investigative science make 
the most of Science4Families https://seerih-
innovations.org/science4families/, Explorify 
https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/, PSTT resources 
https://pstt.org.uk/resources, Science Sparks 
http://www.science-sparks.com/ and many others! 

 
 
 

1. Go to your first meeting as a GSS Ambassador. 
Look at the list of things to do and decide which 
you’d like to help with. 

2. Watch the Great Science Share films 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_n0ChFm
nxw and think about whether you were involved 
last year. What went well?   

3. Plan to launch a poster competition before or 
during the next half term to promote the Great 
Science Share for Schools. Ask children from 
each class to design a poster and give them the 
information that must go on it.  

 

http://www.greatscienceshare.org/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terrificscientific/sections/do-it-yourself
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terrificscientific/sections/do-it-yourself
https://seerih-innovations.org/science4families/
https://seerih-innovations.org/science4families/
https://explorify.wellcome.ac.uk/
http://www.science-sparks.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_n0ChFmnxw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_n0ChFmnxw
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Half term 
SPRING 2 
February-
March 

1. Host your first GSS Ambassador team meet 
up. Develop a basic task list of actions that 
focus on the run up to the day, on the day.  

2. Encourage staff to use British Science & 
Engineering Week in 9-18th March 2018 as 
this is a great reason to involve the children 
in investigative science – in the classroom 
and outdoors around the school.  

3. Pop a note in the school newsletter or 
parent mail so that you can identify the 
parent and family members on your 
playground that have careers linked to 
science and engineering. Ask them if they 
would be interested to support you as a VIP 
participant, as a collaborator by visiting their 
child’s class beforehand or by involving their 
business and colleagues if they are able to 
support by offering an experience related to 
their job. This could. E.g. Could they be 
around on the day for children to ‘Ask a 
Scientist’ question swap shop? 

1. Make a dedicated place for science in your 
classroom. Identify a science working wall and 
Science Share corner or table.  

2. Display question types and question words 
(download)  

3. Share the load and join the GSS Ambassador 
Group – commit to taking one aspect of the GSS 
plan and seeing it through, e.g. could you make a 
link with local business, inform local press, invite 
your local MP, Chair of Governors, VIP 

 

1. Ask each class to nominate the best poster in 
each class and work with the school office to 
blow these up in colour on A3 paper. Display 
these around the school. Share the poster on 
your school website and other ways e.g. Twitter 
feed.  

2. Launch a Great Science Share Bake Off. 
Challenge children to bake cakes or buns with a 
science theme. Decide on a day for your Great 
Science Share Bake off sale. These can either be 
given away or sold with funds going towards 
new science resources. Ask the School PTA to 
match your funds penny for penny! 

3. Keep up to date with the GSS Ambassador team 
meetings. What else can you do to help 
promote GSS?  

Half term 
SUMMER 
1 – 
March-
May 

1. Share science as a staff by attending the 
Great Science Teachmeet at Manchester 
Science & Industry Museum.  

2. Register formally to the Great Science 
Share, identifying whether you would be 
interested in a STEM Ambassador to visit the 
school. Download relevant branding 
materials including certificates for your 
school and pupils.  

3. Communicate a deadline with staff to 
identify what their science investigation 
class question will focus on.  Work with the 
GSS Ambassador team to decide on how 
and where these would best take place on 
the 19th June.  

1. Review the advice about ‘what makes a good 
primary science question’ by using the downloads 
on the GSS website and BBC Terrific Scientific 
pages. 

2. Commit to posting one or 2 investigation 
questions on the GSS Wonder Board that you and 
your class are interested to explore.  

3. Finalise with the GSS Ambassador team what 
your school event will look like on 19th June 2018. 
Confirm VIP invitations and check whether press 
are going to be invited. 

1. Send invitations to VIPs you have decided to 
invite. The names can be put together with 
your head teacher – think about the local MP, 
Chair of Governors, Local Authority leaders, 
local business partners etc. 

2. Launch a Great Science Classroom Door 
Competition… each class is challenged to 
decorate their door advertising what 
questions they are exploring together.  

3. Talk with the GSS Ambassador team about 
whether parents and siblings will be invited to 
the Great Science Share! Maybe in the last 
hour of the school day, or after school. Decide 
what time they should come and how they will 
be hosted. 
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Half term 
SUMMER 
2 – May-
June 

1. Check everyone is confident with 
arrangements for 19th June. 

2. Allocate some jobs to staff in the GSS 
Ambassador team – e.g. taking photos on 
the day, safeguarding, refreshments/water, 
writing the risk assessment, using social 
media. 

3. Draft an agenda/format for the day so that 
the school staff and visitors are aware of the 
aims and purpose of the day, as well as their 
role in supporting the children to lead on 
communicating their science. 

1. Check you have the resources you need for your 
investigations. 

2. Build up to the day by doing some preparatory 
work around your question. You may even do it 
before hand and then re-run it on the 19th June for 
other children. This may take the pressure off 
everything being so new.  

3. Encourage the children to take the lead. The Great 
Science Share is a day where they will 
communicate their learning with others – given 
them time to rehearse and practice how they will 
deliver their demonstration or investigation to 
others.  

1. Create a powerpoint advert for your Great 
Science Share for Schools. This could include 
some of the questions you know are going to 
be explored. Ask if you can share this in 
assembly or with each class teacher to 
enthuse everyone about the 19th June 2018. 

2. Support the science lead teacher to 
accomplish specific tasks they’re keen for you 
to help with. E.g.  is there a way of getting 
some feedback from people about what they 
thought of the day? 

3. Consider you role on the day… will you act as 
roving reporters perhaps to tell your story. 
Who will speak to the press if they arrive – 
remember this is YOUR day to share science so 
you should be the key people that are talking 
and doing science!  

The Great Science Share day: 19th June 2018 
Remember to Tweet and let everyone know what you think about the day… 

@GreatSciShare #GreatSciShare 
July Review 

Ask teachers, SLT and parents what they thought of the Great Science Share event. How did they feel it went? 
What learning did the children experience? 
What were the pluses, minuses and interesting parts of the day for you and them? 
Could it have been even better?  
 
Thank 
Thank key people and organisations for their support. Remember people appreciate a few good photos and stories from the day. 

 


