
Nic is the Outreach and Public Engagement Fellow at the
University of Portsmouth Institute of Cosmology and
Gravitation. As a blind Astronomer, he is passionate about
making astronomy accessible to all and leads the Tactile
Universe Project which is developing free multi-sensory
resources to help blind and vision impaired people engage with
current topics in astronomy. He also helps others, both
nationally and internationally, find ways to communicate
science in more accessible ways. 

He has a research background in galaxy evolution and galaxy
formation.D R

N I C  B O N N E
B L I N D  A S T R O N O M E R

P U B L I C  E N G A G E M E N T  A N D

O U T R E A C H  F E L L O W / T A C T I L E

U N I V E R S E  P R O J E C T  L E A D

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  P O R T S M O U T H

A B O U T  N I C

H I S  J O U R N E Y  I N T O  S T E M

Nic enjoys music and plays the bass guitar and the drums - it's a
great way to relax after a working day! He also goes on a nice
long walk with his guide dog Austin every day, which has kept
both of them happy during lockdown. 

H I S  H O B B I E S

T H E  Q U E S T I O N  N I C  W A N T S  T O
A N S W E R  I S . . .
How can we make the area of astronomy more accessible to
more people?
Astronomy is often understood as being a very visual subject, but
advances in technology such as haptics (the science and
technology of transmitting and understanding information
through touch), virtual reality, 3D printing etc. mean that there
are more and more ways in which everyone can experience
astronomy, for example through touch and sound.   

H I S  J O B

Nic became interested in astronomy at a very early age. Where
he grew up, in Australia, it was very easy to find a really dark
night sky and he spent time with his parents working out
everything he could see in the sky. Through observing that
environment and through watching documentaries and about
astronomy and space exploration, Nic felt he could experience
the wonder of the universe and start asking the questions that
would inspired him onto his career path. 

https://youtu.be/dyroMSURIJ0

W A T C H N I C  I N S P I R E S  Y O U  T O  T H I N K
A B O U T . . .  
What multi-sensory techniques (e.g. touch, hearing) for
communicating ideas can we use to experience topics in
astronomy?

https://youtu.be/dyroMSURIJ0


D R  N I C  B O N N E

Now share your learning using the Great Science
Share for Schools' Uploader or on Twitter!

www.greatscienceshare.org

Use Question Hands to generate
questions about the stars and galaxies
www.greatscienceshare.org/question-makers

Nic's astronomy research background is in galaxy evolution and galaxy
formation. He was inspired by looking up at the night sky and
experiencing the wonder of the universe.


